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June 10. 1960

SECRET

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Recently have received various items of ialormation giving
concern &OM limp scope. basis and feasibility of 	 twos.
naissance sato/lite projects. I refer specifically to the SAMOS
and related projects.

I be:seve these projects should be brought before the National
-• toy Council for careful consideration and eerie% of their

ri•Arf.tial features, with particular emphasis on two principal
e• :

a. The intelligence or "surveillance" requirements this
program is being desigaed te fill. including the soundness of the

'incepts on which these requirements are based, and the result.
validity. as well as the procedures for. and supervisory con.

trot over, their preparation.

The technical feasibility of the planned systems W
quirements. development schedules and technic

direction of the program, together with (/) the effectiveness of opp
tint r• . 1 over the scope and characteristics of the operational
va!erl•II . with particular attention to means for assunng early

etsicsent utilization of such systems.

The phases of the study relating to a and b. (2) . above should be
prepared for NSC consideration by the Department of Defense, and
a. tordangly are assigned to the Secretary of Defense. The phase
of the study relating to b. (1) above 1 should like to have conducted

16.0t
‘Yltb elation

s4UPS rut 2244



• • •	 • it;	 r".•
• •••	 •• • • ".
„ •	 '	 •

.
•	 .•

,	 ••	 ••n•	 •.

2 • '

.1.

•.
•	 • • • •

-SEGIUST- •    

by a panel orgaulated by sty Special Assists.* Sot Science and
Technology. to whom the• respossendlity lot coadect of this seg-
ment of the study is accordingly assigned.

These studies should be developed is fell eserdination throughout
and the results should be submitted I. SIN Natiousl Security Council
as a joint presentation.
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The Honorable Thomas Gates

The Secretary of Defense
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