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2. Negotiations For Definitization oOf SAMOS, FMIDAS and DISCOVERER
Programs: (UNCL) v _

pxpected that cost.discussions will commence for SAMOS ’appmld.mately
b Jemuary. The objective of thege discussions is to definitize alj
portions of Letter Contract AF 0&(61&7)-31&7 except that relating to

the Communication and Control Sys
before 1 February 1960.

3. Engineered Magnetics Static Inverter Fallure on Setellite Systems
_ Program: ‘UNCL) ‘ '



b, Loan of Weston Collant Quanti Indicators :and 002 Indicators
to IMSD by McDonnel Aireraft Corp., St. louls , Missouri: (UHCL)

This office arranged a loan of the above equipment to IMSD on a 60
basis from the Mercury brogram, being processed by McDonnel Aircraft.
The indicators are urgently required by IMSD in support of Satellite
Systems Testing. It is noted that the Mercury progrem is under the
auspices of the Bureau of VWeapons and 1s also g DX rated program. ,

5. Spares Procurement: (umer)

The Satellite Systems Preliminary Spares list vas submitted by IMSD
~on 14 Dec 59. This gt contained spares for SAMOS, MIDAS and DIS-

; brogrems, with common spares for all three segregated by
costs and requiremente. The list is in the brocess of being reviewed
in house and will be further reviewed with L}SD personne

Colonel, USAF LBP
Director, Space & Satellites LEL
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1. Contract Fo. AF OB(65)-65 ‘Nﬁsm NS st Esr, DD DR 52

8. Letter Contracts - Supplemental Agreement No. 52 (definitized Letter
Contract Designated 8 Fo. 15&':;& supplies and services in support of the W 1L7L
,066, was mnually approved at Hg AMC and was -
distributed. Supplemental Agreement No. 58 (definitiges Amendment No. 3 to letter
Contract No. 26) for THOR Booster Modifications has been initially approved and
vill be forwarded to the Contractor for execution on 17 December 1959. Supplemental
Agreement No. 59 (definitiging Letter Contract Designated as GA No. kl) for the :

on 1h December 1959. Mtheudocnuntlmﬁmllyeucutedthereﬁilrmin .
four outstanding letter contracts (8A's) under Contract AF Ob(6k5)=65. Negotiations
are scheduled to begin on or about 22 December 1959 on three of these.

. HModification of Launch Stand 178 ATMIC. As result of the AF-ARPA-NAGA
meeting held in Washington on 5-11 December 1959, a CCN is being issued against
Contract AF OU(645)-65 to expedite the stand modification. '

senior buyers are attending the course.

Contract AF Ob(6k7)-202, Completion of contractusl action by 15 February 1960 ig
estimated and delivery of the systems during August 1960 is schednled.



(U) Long Range Valve R&D Progran

A follow-on effort for a series of tests on the solenoid valve developed under
Contract AF O4(647)-160 with Rocketdyne Division of North Amerfoan Aviation ig
being negotiated. .Rocketdyne proposed a cost of $14,000 with two monthg to
camplete. We anticipate completion of contractual coverage by 15 February 1960,
therefore, tests should be completed by 15 April 1960. 4

Byron-Jackson (Contract AP ol 647)-223) encountered difficulties in installing
their I0X pumps at Edwards AFB. _However, their Problems have been resolved and
they vill complete their testing of the pump by 31 December 1959. Thais thirty-day
slippage is not expected to jeopardize the program. The LOX pump developed by
Aerojet (Contract AF O4(6h7)-22h) 15 schednled Por testt

after completion of testing on the Byron-Jackson punp.

. N
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(U) ZLetter Contract AF ol(6h7)-bh9 with Aeronutrqﬁics - Program GO9A .

System 609A has money problems which affect both this contract and the NASA
Intergovermmental Delivery Orders to burchase GFP for this contract. There is

The possible cancellation 9; Project Steer (mentioned in last week!'s Diary) is
still being discussed. In"this interim, we have instructed G (end the ACO) to
curtail outside commitments to a bare minimum while the fate of the program is
being decided. The rate of expenditure to "keep alive" in thig state of suspended
animation is $200,000 per month, whereas the normal expenditure rate to meet
contract schedules is close to $600, 000 per month. Of course there will come g .
time in the near future when we will either 1ift the ban on subcontracts/purchase
orders or suffer the consequences of schedule slippeges. )

(U) contract AP O4(647)-361 with STL - Tiros, Transit and Courier Projects

1. On 1 December STT, broposed a price of $6.8 million for the definitization
of Amendment 2 (SE/TD for Commmnication Satellite only) to L/C AF Ob(647)-361.
Their proposal contained a level-of-effort considerably in excess of our written
instructions to them, so we have asked them for a revised proposal that conforns
to the effort we want to buy. In addition, their broposal was deficient in back-up

information. fThe effect of this perturbation on the definitization of the contract
is not yet known.

~6L 2. Ccourier I-a and I-B, under ARPA Order Nr. 98 Project Code Nr. 2200, for
delivery and launch of two Thor-Able-Star vehicles are DProceeding according to
Program plan. Courier I-A schedule is firm for 15 May 1960 launch from Atlantic
Missile Range into a 650 Neutical Mile High Orbit. Design and/or fabrication
is approved for all hardware and ground support equipment with system tests
scheduled to start 14 Pebruary 1960. mhe Courier I-B second stage engine
Contractor (AeroJet-Genera.l) has been selected. Technical problems discovered

late in the second stage engine testing program have been resolved and no further
vehicle delay is anticipated.

—GG) 3. Transit I-a, I-B, 2-A and 2-B, under ARPA Order Nr. 97, Project Code
Nr. 2300, provides one Thor-Able and three Thor-Able Star for launching into
Circular Orbit. Transit I-A was launched 15 September 1959, was only partially
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successful and will have final launch report this month. Transit I-B has received
& schedule delay to 15 March 1960 due to lack of ARPA funds to complete ground
equipment requirements. Technical difficulties with the Able-Star Stage also
created delay. fThe Transit 2-A is now scheduled for launch on 15 April 1960.

Transit 2-B is now implementea by choice of a second stage contractor ang establi#h-
ment of a production schedule. )

—{€)} Contract AF Ok(647)-302 with STL - Able 3 and &
l. This broject is designed to accomplish g deep space Probe by launching a

vehicle several million miles into space to the vieinity of the orbit of Venus.

The payload of this vehicle is designed to become a pPermanent solar system body
orbiting near the orbit of Venus and Earth. N
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